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The Ascent to Leadership:
Your Definitive Guide to Becoming
an RBI Grade B Officer

A comprehensive roadmap from aspiration to appointment.
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More Than a Job, It’s
an Opportunity to
Shape the Nation’s
Economy

The RBI Grade B role offers a unique
opportunity for aspirants to serve the nation.
As an officer, your decisions directly
influence economic growth and the
development of the financial sector. This
presentation is your guide through the
rigorous recruitment process, designed to
select skilled professionals for this critical
responsibility.

Grade B Officer
(General)

Grade B Officer

(DEPR - Department of
Economic and Policy
Research)

Grade B Officer
(DSIM - Department
of Statistics and
Information
Management)
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Understanding the Competitive Landscape:

Vacancy Trends Over 5 Years
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Number of Vacancies

322
294 291
270
238
222
120
4
2 83
I 66 l

2021

W Total Vacancies

2022

2023

» General Cadre

2024

2025

2026 (TBA)

-
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Insight: Vacancy
numbers fluctuate
annually, highlighting
the high level of
competition. A
strategic approach is
essential for success.
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The Three-Stage Ascent to Selection

Final selection is based on the combined marks of the Phase Il exam and the Interview.

7]

L

F

(
b
¥

==

I

1

N

=
e
& r"'.s'-
il

Phase I Examination (Online Objective)

The initial screening test covering General Awareness, English,
Quantitative Aptitude, and Reasoning.

Phase II Examination (Online/Written)

A deeper evaluation with a mix of objective and descriptive papers
on core subjects like Economics, Finance, and Management.

Interview & Personality Assessment

The final stage to assess personality, communication, and
problem-solving abilities. Carries 75 marks.
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Step 1: Qualifying for the Journey

- . : Maximum
Age Limit Nationality
Attempts (Phase I)
Minimum Age: 21 years Primarily for citizens of India. General / EWS Categories: 6
attempts
Maximum Age: 30 years Also open to subjects of
Nepal/Bhutan, Tibetan SC/ST/OBC/PwBD: No
Note: Upper age limit refugees (pre-1962), and limit (subject to age criteria)
relaxation is available for select persons of Indian
M.Phil. (up to 32 years), Ph.D. origin who have migrated Note: This limit applies only to
(up to 34 years), and various from specified countries. the Grade B (Generalist) post.

reserved categories.
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Academic Checkpoints: Educational Qualifications by Cadre

Grade B (DR) - General

— Graduation: Minimum 60%
marks (50% for
SC/ST/PwBD).

7 Post-Graduation:
Minimum 55% marks (Pass
marks for SC/ST/PwBD).

Grade B (DR) - DEPR

1 Qualification: Master’s
Degree in Economics or
various Finance
specializations.

7 Minimum Marks: 55%
(50% for SC/ST/PwBD).

Desirable: Ph.D. in
Economics,
research/teaching
experience.

Grade B (DR) - DSIM

1 Qualification: Master's

Degree in Statistics,
Mathematics, Econometrics,
Data Science, Al/ML OR a
four-year Bachelor's Degree
in the same fields.

=7 Minimum Marks: PG: 55%

(50% for SC/ST/PwBD),
UG: 60% (50% for
SC/ST/PwBD).

| Desirable: Ph.D., research

experience.
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Mapping the Terrain: The Detailed Exam Pattern

Phase I | o Structure: 200 questions for 200 marks.
: : ( ‘\:' e Duration: 120 minutes with sectional timing.
(Preliminary :

44" o Subjects: Reasoning, Quantitative Aptitude, General Awareness, English.
Exam) T : :
/1N * Key Point: Negative marking of 1/4th mark for each wrong answer.
Phase II |-..__~‘ e Structure: Three papers. Marks are considered for the final merit list.
: — . » Paper |: Economic & Social Issues (50% Objective + 50% Descriptive).
Mains Exam

e Paper II: English (Writing Skills) (Descriptive).

Final Stage Note: Candidates shortlisted from Phase Il will be called for the Interview (75 marks).

_' e Paper lll: General Finance & Management (50% Objective + 50% Descriptive).
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The Foundation: Mastering the Phase 1 Syllabus

Reasoning

| e Logical Reasoning

¢ e Puzzles

O ® Seating

Arrangement

@ e Syllogism

~% o [nput-Output

= o Data Sufficiency

e Coding-Decoding

Quantitative
Aptitude

) *Data

Interpretation
- e Simplification
e Profit & Loss

(L) Time & Work

) e Time & Distance

711 * Ratio & Proportion

~//, * Percentage

» - Number Systems

English
Language

Comprehension

” o Cloze Test

=| e Parajumbles

Py

/1\ e Error Spotting

= o Fillin the blanks

e Sentence

Improvement

General
Awareness

) e Current Affairs

71 * Indian Financial &

Banking Systems

(<) e Monetary Plans

i * National
~Institutions

2@ Union Budget

47 * Economic Survey
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The Core Challenge: Navigating the Phase 2 Syllabus

~, Economic &

.-"_r

) Social Issues
(ESI)

¢ Growth & Development
(National Income, Poverty)

¢ Indian Economy
(Monetary/Fiscal Policy,
Public Finance)

¢ Globalization (IMF, World
Bank, WTO)

+ Social Structure in India

;"-'-' '-3'1. Finance &

.-I-q

~ Management (FM)

Finance Topics

+ Financial System (RBI, Banks)

+ Financial Markets (Primary/Secondary)
+ Basics of Derivatives

+ Financial Inclusion

¢ Union Budget

¢+ Inflation

Management Topics

¢ Fundamentals of Management
+ Organizational Behavior

+ Ethics at the Workplace

¢ Corporate Governance

- English
(ertmg Skills)

+ Essay Writing
+ Précis Writing
& Reading

Comprehension
Passages

+ Business/Office

Correspondence
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Equipping Yourself for the Journey:
Recommended Books & Resources

Subject

2 Quant
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Reasoning

English

General Awareness

ESI

Finance & Management

English Writing

Toppers’ Recommended Books

Arun Sharma, R.S. Aggarwal
M.K. Pandey, R.S. Aggarwal

S.P. Bakshi, Norman Lewis

Disha/Ariant Books, Newspapers (e.g., The Hindu, The Economic Times)

Uma Kapila, Economic Survey
Prasanna Chandra, Robbins

Regular practice and reading editorials.
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A Step-by-Step Guide to the Online Application Process

1 ‘ Ind \ Visit the official RBI website
——— (rbiorg.in).

%} Navigate to 'Opportunities@RBI'
= 5@ and then 'Current Vacancies'

. — Locate and click on the RBI
3 ——(/9 Grade B Notification link.

'‘New Registration’,

‘ : Select '"APPLY ONLINE' and begin
4 [Reglsteré

— Fill in all personal, educational, and
j communication details accurately.

Review all information before final
submission.

Upload required documents (thumb
impression, handwritten declaration).

Pay the application fee via online
methods.

Verify that the payment status
shows 'Paid’.

Download and print the final
submitted application form for your
records.
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The Summit in Sight: A Detailed Look at the RBI
Grade B Salary

~31,50,374/- per month Starts at 78,450/- per

(without HRA) month
Pay Scale Key Allowances
378,450 with scheduled increments over 16 years, e Dearness Allowance (DA)
reaching a maximum of ¥1,41,600. @& House Rent Allowance (HRA - 15% of Basic Pay

if accommodation is not provided)
» Local Compensatory Allowance (LCA)
e Grade Allowance
e Special Allowance & Special Grade Allowance
e Learning Allowance
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Insights from the Trail: Effective Preparation Strategies

General
Awareness

Stay updated with
current affairs,
focusing on
Economic & Social
Issues (ESI) and
Financial

Management (FM).

Read financial
newspapers daily.

84

English
Language

Improve reading
speed and
comprehension.
Practice with mock
tests and previous
year papers.
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Quantitative
Aptitude &
Reasoning

Focus on core
topics like Data
Interpretation and
Puzzles. Prioritize
speed and
accuracy through

consistent practice.

ESI & FM
(Phase 2)

Study government
policies,
macroeconomics,
and the Economic
Survey. Focus on
conceptual
understanding,
not just
memorization.

Descriptive
Writing
Practice writing
essays and

summaries regularly
to develop strong

analytical and
writing skills.
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Navigating the Final Miles: Avoid These 5 Common Pitfalls

Ignoring the Syllabus & Exam Pattern

Wasting time on non-essential topics. Always start with a clear understanding of the exam's scope.

Overlooking General Awareness in Phase |
Forgetting that GA carries the maximum weightage in the first phase.

Not Practicing Enough Mock Tests

Theory is insufficient. Mocks are essential for building speed, accuracy, and time management skills.

Neglecting Descriptive Answer Writing

Phase Il requires strong writing skills. Many aspirants skip this practice and lose critical marks.

Starting Preparation Too Late
The RBI Grade B syllabus is vast. Early and consistent preparation provides a significant competitive edge.
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Your Roadmap to Success: Key Takeaways for the Journey

Aspect

Exam Name

The Challenge

Eligibility

Selection Process

Exam Focus

The Reward

Key Takeaway

RBI Grade B 2026

Highly competitive with limited, fluctuating vacancies.

Age 21-30; Graduation with 60% or PG with 55% for

Generalist post.

3 Stages: Phase 1 (Objective), Phase 2 (Objective +

Descriptive), Interview.

Phase 1: GA, Reasoning, English, QA.
Phase 2: ESI, FM, English Writing.

Gross monthly salary of approx. ¥1,50,000, with a
prestigious career influencing the national economy.

**Final Word**: Success in this exam is a marathon, not a sprint. Strategic preparation, consistent practice,
and a clear understanding of the entire process are your keys to success.
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